Designing CREP for
The Lower
Mississippi Basin in
Minnesota

By Bev Nordby
Mower SWCD
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Placement of multi-functional”
vegetated buffer on the landscapeto
reduce runoff, soil erosion and water

_—_contamination while providing high
~ — qguality habitat of wildlifeand-
abatement of peak stream flows.
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How did we ~
design a CREP Program :

for the Southeast?
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What isthe interest of the landowneks? |
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“w. 88 \What are our needs'%:
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LD Priority Areas
- Landscape Bufferlnltratwg y

Highly Erodible Land

Ri parlan Z0Nnes

Wetland Restoration Sites &
Groundwater Protection Zones.— *
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Critical Area Seeding &




Riparian Zones
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Wetland
Restor ations
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Acreage Go s
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Groundwater Protection Zones
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Sinkhole Protection
Acreage Goal: 1500
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Focused Recharge Zone

At Decorah Shale Outcroppings

This groundwater recharge zone occurs throughout the karst
area. Olmsted County has identified & mapped areas. Other
Counties are also starting to identify these priority areas.

Acreage Goal: 8000 acres
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Easement Choice and Flexibility

To make the SE CREP application
a successful program In
participation and also achieving
our environmental goals, BALMM
and SWCD'’s have included the
following options as a part of our
application.




Easement Choice and Flexibility

Easement Size: 120 acre limit

If project area exceeds 120 acres, approval
Is needed by the local SWCD Board and
the FSA committee.

There will also be an appeal processto the
area and state level if denied.

Adopt Steve Taft’s, Economist
U of MN, Numbers for Cost of
Easement, but....




Easement Choice and Flexibility

Practice Easement Length
Highly Erodible
Contour Strips 15 year CRP contract with CREP Incentives
Critical Areas 20 year easement
Riparian Areas Choice of 20 year, 50 year and 85 year
Easements
Wetland Restorations Permanent (State Statue)

Groundwater Protection Choice of 20 year, 50 years and 85 year




any Acres?
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What a Difference CREP Could Make!!




